
Annual Report of the  
Providence Athenæum
July 2021 - June 2022



The ‘modern’ Providence Athenæum is 186 years old, but its origins 
stretch back before the dawn of the republic. It was established in the 
wake of great philosophical upheaval, during which time the very nature 
of society underwent radical transformation. Since then, there has rarely 
been a decade when America was not gripped by some crisis - a revolution, 
various religious awakenings, civil war, plagues, financial panics, and the 
ongoing struggle to expand human liberty.    

In the United States, few institutions have endured for so long. But in 
2022, the Athenæum did more than simply survive. The library ended 
the year with more members than at any point in its history, as its 
membership grew younger and more diverse. Its humanistic programs 
reached national audiences. The institution received the most significant 
addition to its Special Collections in more than a century and saw overall 
circulation increase for the first time in five years. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the library did not fully re-open to the public until May 
of 2022 - but when it did, it opened a new Visitor Center capable of 
properly welcoming guests. And as the Athenæum broke membership and 
fundraising records, it reduced its endowment draw, improved pay equity 
across the institution, and produced its sixth consecutive budget surplus.

All of this is a testament to the work of our tireless Board and Staff, 
who labored through yet another year of the pandemic, and to you, our 
supporters, who made all of it possible. 2022 was truly a remarkable year 
for the Athenæum.

Thank you.

    Jonathan Bell        Matt Burriesci
    President of the Board       Executive Director
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FY21-22 Snapshot

28,003
Patrons & visitors served  

by the library

1,921
Total memberships

PROGRAMS

212 adult events

8,403 adult event attendees

756 kids' craft activities assembled

63 building & collections tours

LIBRARY SERVICES

175,945 items in collection

1,550 acquisitions

27,282 total items circulated

6,556 digital items circulated

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH

Excludes complimentary memberships



Programs
8,403 people attended an Athenæum program this year, 
in which we welcomed leading humanists from a wide 
array of disciplines, including best-selling authors, Pulitzer 
Prize-winners, and recipients of the National Book Award.  
Presenters included Michael Pollan, Eddie Glaude, Jr., Barbara 
Kingsolver, Ann Patchett, Azar Nafisi, Jeffrey Stewart, Dan-el 
Padilla Peralta, Jonathan Rauch, Betsy West, and many more. 
The Athenæum offered more than a dozen reading groups on 
a broad range of topics, facilitated by excellent leaders from 
our community.

In 2021, the Athenæum launched its Program Working Group 
to help curate events. The group consists of members of the 
Athenæum's board, staff, and of the larger community, and its 
charge is to develop diverse, high-quality humanistic events.

Athenæum programs engage viewers from around the 
world, and moving forward, the majority of events will be 
presented live at the Athenæum and via simulcast. Programs 
are available free of charge to the public through our growing 
Program Archive, which now features more than 125 events.  
Anticipating a return to in-person programs, we developed 
the infrastructure to record and stream events live from the 
library itself, installing a new audio/visual system in the 
Reading Room.  



Collections
This year, the Athenæum welcomed the most significant gift 
to its Special Collections in more than a century: the Susan 
Jaffe Tane Collection of Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry 
David Thoreau. Among the many historically significant items 
in this collection are a copy of Thomas Carlyle’s The French 
Revolution, signed by both Emerson and Thoreau; manuscripts 
by both authors; and a first edition of Emerson’s Essays that 
belonged to Sarah Helen Whitman. We are deeply grateful for 
this extraordinary gift.

The library also saw a remarkable 25% increase in circulation. 
This shift is the result of the rapid growth in membership as 
well as investment in new digital resources like hoopla.

Other notable projects and acquisitions this year include:

 – The re-installation of the mezzanine busts with the 
addition of Wollstonecraft, Douglass, and Alcott.

 – Frederick Douglass. My Bondage and My Freedom. New 
York: Miller, Orton & Mulligan, 1855. 1st edition. Sarah 
Chapin Downes Fund & Thomas P.I. Goddard Fund, 2022.

 – Mary Wollstonecraft. Obrana Prav Zen. Prague: Jan 
Laichter, 1904. First Czech translation of Vindication of the 
Rights of Woman. Christine Chace Wallace Fund, 2022.

 – Robert Burns. Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect.  
Glasgow: David Bryce & Son, [1896]. A miniature 
facsimile presented in embossed metal case. Hayden 
Special Collections Development Fund, 2022.

 – [left] Print of Franklin’s Reception at the Court of France, 
1778. Philadelphia: William Jay, Charles J. Hendenberg, & 
William H. Emerson, 1853. Presented in memory of Lois 
and Preston Atwood, 2022.



Membership &
Engagement

The Athenæum saw an unprecedented 38% increase in paid 
membership this year, welcoming hundreds of new members 
to our community. The library continued to extend hundreds 
of complimentary memberships to Providence's school 
teachers and to those who are unable to afford annual fees.

For perhaps the first time in the library's history, members 
were provided with membership cards, which enable them, 
depending on their membership level, to access the Rhode 
Island School of Design's Fleet Library and to visit over 
1,000 museums free of charge through the North American 
Reciprocal Museum Association.

After the longest public closure in the institution’s history, 
the Athenæum fully re-opened to the public in May 2022, 
greeting guests in a new Visitor Center. The new Center 
allows visitors to orient themselves and offers multiple newly 
designed self-guided tours of the building. It also enables the 
Athenæum to understand its audience, so we can better curate 
the visitor experience. The suggested $5 donation per adult 
and merchandise sales are proving a significant new revenue 
stream to support library activities. Over 2,000 non-members 
visited in the first two months after re-opening.



Buildings & 
Grounds

We spent much of the year engaged in planning for the 
library's heating system replacement, which will commence 
in the Spring of 2023. Engineers, architects, and preservation 
experts developed plans and detailed drawings. Supply chain 
issues delayed the commencement of the work, but in 2023, 
the Athenæum will finally replace its antiquated and failing 
heating system - a key priority identified in our Master Plan. 
Once this project is completed, we will begin to address other 
critical infrastructure issues at the institution, including fire 
suppression, climate control, hardscaping, and accessibility.  

The cast iron fence facing Benefit Street was repaired and 
repainted, the Richmond Fountain was turned back on for 
the first time since the pandemic began, and we commenced 
work to evaluate the landscape for both short- and long-term 
renovation and restoration plans.





by financial markets in the last half of the fiscal year. 
Total Liabilities declined by 47% largely due to PPP loan 
forgiveness. Changes in other liability accounts were in line 
with normal operations. 

Other. In fiscal year 2022, the Athenæum received the largest 
gift to its Special Collections in over a century. The trove of 
literary materials was appraised at $525,500. 

Conclusion. The Athenæum weathered the COVID years 
and emerged in strong financial shape, registering its sixth 
consecutive operating surplus. It remains well-positioned to 
continue to serve its members and the broader community.

Thomas Bryson 
Treasurer

Treasurer's Report
The fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 found the library in a 
strong financial position despite ongoing disruptions caused 
by COVID-19 and the volatility of the national economy. 

Revenues. Total operating revenues declined by 16% to 
$1,401,064. The decline was due largely to the smaller draw 
from the endowment, and less capital project funding. 
Total fundraising also declined because of the absence of 
COVID-related government funded grant programs. On 
the positive side, the Athenæum saw an unprecedented 
rise in membership revenue, up 27%. The Annual Fund 
also set a record, and building rental income surged 896% 
as the building reopened after the COVID shutdown. The 
reduction in endowment draw to the lowest level in decades 
was made possible by the overall strength of operations and 
the benefits of COVID-related funding received. As a result, 
the Athenæum was able to preserve capital in the current 
volatile market.

Expenses. Total operating expenses declined by 2.6%, mainly 
due to a significant drop in Capital Project expenses due to 
the completion of the Master Planning process. Personnel 
expenses increased by 7%. Following a pay freeze for staff 
the previous year, the Athenæum has invested in its staff, 
and advanced pay equity. Significant percentage increases in 
Programs and Membership & Development expenses were 
due to investments in virtual programming and the post-
COVID revival of some marketing campaigns. Other cost 
increases were attributable to normal operating functions. 
The major looming capital expense is the replacement of 
the heating system which will be done in the Spring of '23. 
Capital funds have been allocated for the replacement and 
will not adversely affect the bottom line.

Balance Sheet. Total invested endowment declined by 
18.2% in fiscal year 2022 in line with the decline experienced 



Income Statement

REVENUE FY22 FY21

Membership $229,506 $180,565

Fundraising $393,994 $458,288

Capital Projects Funding $74,281 $202,340

Facility Rental $53,800 $5,400

Bequest $0 $1,000

Trust Funds $42,315 $40,469

Miscellaneous $232,169 $247,530

Investment Income for Operations $375,000 $523,722

TOTAL REVENUE $1,401,064 $1,659,364 LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable $60,659 $33,110

Accrued Expenses $33,801 $29,968

Deferred Revenue $14,200 $10,644

PPP Loan $13,3417

TOTAL LIABILITIES $108,860 $207,140

EQUITY

Unrestricted $10,793,537 $12,787,150

Temporarily Restricted $1,468,309 $1,678,890

Permanently Restricted $1,493,284 $1,493,208

TOTAL EQUITY $13,755,130 $15,959,249

EXPENSES

Personnel $868,854 $814,350

Library Materials $48,950 $57,778

Library Services & Management $37,625 $33,992

Programs $50,492 $29,584

Communications & Marketing $13,897 $15,942

Membership & Development $37,653 $26,819

Building & Grounds $68,269 $59,890

Capital Projects Expense $74,281 $202,340

General Office & Admin. $134,155 $128,498

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,334,176 $1,369,194

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $66,888 $290,170

ASSETS FY22 FY21

Cash $1,042,137 $918,713

Endowment $10,772,945 $13,166,689

Receivables $97,528 $130,461

Prepaid Expenses $30,775 $22,099

Inventory $9,810 $4,780

Fixed Assets* $1,910,795 $1,923,647

TOTAL ASSETS $13,863,990 $16,166,389

*Fixed assets are listed here net of accumulated depreciation.

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $13,863,990 $16,166,389

Balance Sheet

Note: the financial information above presents only unrestricted operating activity before fixed asset capitalization 
or depreciation. Revenue and expenses for special projects are included only as net assets are released from restric-
tions. Further details are published in the audited financial statements available through the accounting department.



Supporters of the Athenæum
The Athenæum is deeply grateful to the following friends for their generosity & support. These pages 
are a tribute to the people, businesses, & foundations who gave cash & in-kind contributions to the 
library between July 1, 2021 & June 30, 2022.

Steward Circle ($25,000+)
The Champlin Foundation 
James C. Raleigh Memorial Fund at the Rhode 

Island Foundation
Susan Jaffe Tane

Antiquarian Circle ($10,000-$24,999)
Anonymous (2)
Vincent Buonanno
Scott & Cynthia Burns
The Carter Fund at the Rhode Island 

Foundation
Dr. Joseph A. Chazan
June Rockwell Levy Foundation
Bill Mark & Denis Roche
Ann Mason
Cynthia & James Patterson

Folio Circle ($5,000-$9,999)
Candy Adriance
Julie M. Boegehold, in memory of Alan Boegehold
Stephen & Melanie Coon
Douglas Davis & Rachel Littman
Davide Dukcevich & Alice Berresheim-

Dukcevich, Carolina Dukcevich Family Fund, 
Vanguard Charitable, in honor of Miss Lindsay

Patricia Fuller
Ellen & David Galkin
Barbara Goldstein, Leon & Barbara Goldstein 

Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation
Susan & David Haffenreffer, Haffenreffer Family 

Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Lisle, Fidelity Charitable
Mabel T. Woolley Trust
Chas A. Miller III & Birch Coffey, Charles A. & 

Lois H. Miller Foundation
Brian Regal
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Residential Properties Ltd.
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
Abbot Stranahan & David Ward, Entelco 

Foundation

Quarto Circle ($2,500-$4,999) 
Roy & Laura Brady, in honor of Lindsay Shaw - 

the best children's librarian ever!
Jill H. Davis
Tripp Evans & Edward Cabral
Grace & Carl Farmer
Jonathan & Rita Gewirz
Bradford & Robin Gibbs, Gibbs Family Fund, 

Fidelity Charitable
Cate S. & Richard T. Gilbane, Richard T. Gilbane 

Fund, Vanguard Charitable
Mark & Catherine Gim
Sarah Godfrey, Godfrey Family Fund, Fidelity 

Charitable
Ira S. & Anna Galkin Charitable Trust, in honor 

of Ellen B. Galkin
Jennifer Ellen Kiddie
Monica & Frank Schaberg
Deming & Jane Sherman
Barbara & Tom Slaight
Mary Chapman Speare
Universal Service Administrative Company
Ann & John Woolsey

Octavo Circle ($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous
Lucien & Kristi Agniel, in honor of Tripp Evans
Leslie Atik & Robert Preucel
Joan Stroud Blaine
Dr. & Mrs. William Braden
Kip & Judith Brott
Teal Butterworth & Dennis Ballou
Paula Carmichael & Richelle Russell, matching 

gift United Health Group



Arnold B. Chace, Jr., Chace Family Giving Fund, 
Fidelity Charitable

Inge Chafee
Debra Chase & William Penhallurick
Charles & Marilyn Doebler Fund at the Rhode 

Island Foundation
Nicholas G. Fazzano
Jen & Michael Gazdacko
The Gertrude & Seebert Goldowsky Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. L. Martin Gibbs
Donna & Paul Gricus
Almon & Suzanne Hall, Almon & Suzanne Hall 

Family Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation
Elizabeth Hallowell
Hannah Street Consulting, Inc., in support of Jen 

Gazdacko's board service
Brian & Lyn Hayden
Karen & Richard Jessup
Lyn Johnson
Evan & Catherine Jones
Karen Kaplan
Leonard & Linda Levin
Cathy Lund & Peter Karczmar, in honor of the 

purr-fectly literary cats of RI
Murray Family Charitable Foundation
Hugh Oechler
Peter O'Neill & Lindsay French
Pearle W. & Martin M. Silverstein Foundation
Timothy & Claudia Philbrick
Suzanne Scanlan
Kay & Peter Scheidler
Peggy & Henry Sharpe, Peggy & Henry Sharpe 

Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation
John Stephenson & Mary Bogdanow
Dexter Strong & Maureen Taylor, Taylor 

Strong Charitable Fund at the Rhode Island 
Foundation

Sylvia Street Fund, in memory of Ruth Ely, at 
the Rhode Island Foundation

Variable Data Printing, Inc.
Ann T. Willaman
Jennifer & Harry Winograd, Jennifer & Harry 

Winograd Family Fund, Morgan Stanley

Codex Circle ($500-$999)
Anonymous
Mary Stair Andrews
Mary-Kim Arnold & Matthew Derby
Suzanne Barksdale
Gordon & Barbara Beeton
Jonathan Bell & Sarah Zurier
Phoebe Blake & Peter McClure
Matt Burriesci & Erin Kemper
Lisa C. Casey, Casey Family Giving Fund, 

Fidelity Charitable

Muriel H. Constantine
Alexandra Cummings, Robert Cummings 

Family Foundation
Kristin A. DeKuiper
Curt DiCamillo, in honor of Matt Burriesci 

& the bright beacon of enlightenment; the 
Goddess of Tolerance & Liberalism

Rena & Bob DiMuccio
Joseph L. & Sarah T. Dowling
Mary-Beth Fafard, Ph.D.
Pedro Felzenszwalb & Caroline Klivans
David & Suzanne Francis, Francis Family Fund, 

Schwab Charitable
Touba Ghadessi & John Richard
Ruth & Mark Guyer
Dean Hantzopoulos
Laurel Davis Huber
Matthew & Diane Josefowicz
Mary Louise Kennedy
Sally Kingsbury
Russell & Jean Knott
Jane & Tony Lancaster
Peter & Natasha Lofgren
Stephen Mazzariello
Donald & Mary McClure
Jack & Sara McConnell
Frederick McMillen
Govind Menon & Anjali Sridhar
Ted & Susan Mocarski
Mark & Linda Narbey
Richard A. Olsen
Amy & Kevin Orth
Kim & Tim Paige
Jill Pearlman, Pearlman Charitable Fund at the 

Rhode Island Foundation
Kevin & Marianne Phelan, matching gift Amica 

Companies Foundation
Anthony & Lillian Picchione
Barbara & Larry Schoenfeld for the Sand 

Foundation
Monique & Robert Schweich, in honor of Jenny 

Schweich
Cynthia L. & Gardiner H. Shattuck. Jr.
Irving Chase Sheldon Jr., in memory of 

Katharine M. Sheldon
Jillian Siqueland
Starkweather & Shepley Ins.
Jim Sunshine, in memory of Anne
Mary Wall 'Polly'
Steve Wellmeier & Anne Bergeron
Robin Wetherill & Ryan Cobb, in honor of 

Mary Brower's retirement, matching gift Dell 
Technologies

Kate Wodehouse & Robert Garzillo, in memory 
of Scott M. Wodehouse

Manuscript Circle ($250-499)

Anonymous (4)
Anonymous, in memory of Jane Szurek
Kate Barber & Edward Pitoniak
Arria & Harrison Bilodeau
Kathleen Bower
Bernard V. Buonanno, Jr.
Desiree Caldwell & Bill Armitage
Stephen H. Clark
Mary K. & Jack Connor
Lewis & Betty Dana
Vanessa G. & Dante T. Del Giudice
Ron & Dolores DeLellis
Dennis J. & Kathleen Y. Duffy
David Durand & Elli Mylonas, in memory of Laura 

G. Durand
Julia & Rob Emlen
Skip & Ann Faith
Helena & Bill Foulkes
Carol Golden & Stuart Einhorn, Golden Einhorn 

Family Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation
Teresa & Peter Hacunda, Meighan Hacunda Gift 

Fund, Fidelity Charitable
Kate & Ted Herman, in honor of the Athenæum 

Reading Groups
Lynn Holstein
Sheila Hughes
Alfred Jeffries III
Michelina Kelly
Susan Kinloch
Betty Rawls Lang & Fraser Lang
Charles & Amey Larmore
Francis J. Leazes, Jr.
Brooke & Eugene Lee
Janice W. Libby
Michael & Gerry Malanga
Sarah J. Montgomery
Sarah & Pierre Morenon
Jack & Pat Nolan
Stephen Ostrach & Linda Eisenmann
Ben & Annie Philbrick
Marguerite Ofria Pile & Wells Mylecraine Pile, Wells 

M. Pile & Marguerite Ofria Pile Fund at the 
Rhode Island Foundation

Nancy Reichley & Tim Higgins, Schwab Charitable, 
in memory of Sara Reichley

Tina Rizack & Christopher Langlois
Rich Rudert
Nancy Safer
Clarkson Schoettle, Raether-Schoettle Charitable 

Fund, Fidelity Charitable
Sherman Family Charitable Fund at the Rhode 

Island Foundation
Ann & Daryl Stahl
Sally & Scott Stevenson, Stevenson Charitable Fund, 

Fidelity Charitable
Louise & Andrew Swanson
Hrant & Carol Tatian, in honor of the wonderful 

Athenæum Staff

Chapbook Circle ($1-$249)

Anonymous (26)

Joan Abrams
Noomi Aidan
Denise C. Aiken
Dayna Cueva Alegria
Lauren Allegrezza
James & Susan Allen
Mary Allen
Susan & Peter Allen
William & Amabel Allen, in memory of Sara 

Reichley
Mark R. Allio
Katharine Amaral
Susanna Angelillo
Debbie Antonelli, in memory of Sara Reichley
Robert & Jane Arnold
Jerriod Avant
Amy Barlow & Peter Kammerer, in honor of Tripp 

Evans
Barbara Barnes & Beverly Pettine
Alayne Barnicoat & Dale Lesh
Ellen Bar-Zemer
Milton Baxter
J. Becker & J. Fox
Patricia Becker
Stephanie Benedetti
Beverly Y. Bennett
Jim & Barbara Bentsen
Amy Berg
Bryna Bettigole
Eric & Cristin Bilodeau
Davies & Megan Bisset
Jane & Daniel Blanchette
Leah Blanchette
Steven B. Bloomfield
Catherine Boisseau
Tamara E. Bolotow
Robert Bonadies & Bettina Rounds
Michael & Alice Bonitati
Ann & Thomas Boyd
Kipp Bradford & Julie Steele
Carol Bragg
Michele Brannigan
Tish Brennan
Jennifer Ketay Brock
Brooke & Brooke, Attorneys at Law, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Julia Brough
Anna Browder
Mary E. Brower, in memory of Elizabeth Carpenter
J. Sema Bruno
Laura Buddemeyer & Brian Mehan
Susan Burland
Anne Butler
Elaine Cali
Leonard Cambra
Suzanne & David Cane
Tim Carew
Charlie Cannon & Hannah Carlson
Nancy Whittaker Carlson
Rachel Carlson
M. Rebecca Carr
Stephen Caruana
Barbara F. Casey



Anita Piemonti Ceserani, in 
memory of Carol R. Cook

Prof. John Cherry
Duane & Nancy Christy
Kate & Arthur Chute
Elaine Cinelli
Christopher & Jacqueline Clark
Daniel Coffield
Avram & Maxine Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. Evan B. Cohen, 

Cohen Family Charitable 
Fund, Fidelity Charitable

Suzanne & John Colby
Eliza G. C. Collins
Mary Collopy
Peter Colt & Catherine Bean
Adam & Amanda Combies
Kerry Condon
Marcia Cone
Jenica Conley
Sean & Anne Connor, in honor 

of the Athenæum Staff
Lavinia M. Connors, Connors & 

Murphy Family Fund, Fidelity 
Charitable

Harold Cook
Sue & Jack Costello
Katherine Coumes
Christine Craigo & Brian 

Rowland
Brad Crevier & Sierra Rosen
Marcie Cummings & Clarkson A. 

Collins, in honor of Timothy 
Philbrick

Pamela Dahlberg
Lonnie L. Dale, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Stephen Dambruch
Judy Davis
Carol DeBoer-Langworthy, 

in memory of Russell L. 
Langworthy

Elizabeth Debs
Maria DeCarvalho, in honor of 

Deborah Brayton
DeLuca & Associates, Ltd.
Marc & Jefferey DeRego
Rachel DiCioccio
DiSanto Priest Charitable 

Foundation, in memory of 
Sara Reichley

Alexis Dorman
Zona Douthit
Amy Dow
Carla Dowben
Carrie Drake & Cranston Paull
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Duff, Jr.
Don Duhadaway
John R. Duhamel
Fritz & Toni Dumville
Mark & Annette Dunkelman
Susan W. Durham, in honor of 

Dr. Tripp Evans
Peggy Edwards

Tina Egnoski & Dan O'Mahony
Maria Elena & Chris Whelan
Pamela Ellsworth, in memory of 

R. Einar Soderback
Tony Estrella & Jennifer Madden
Lewis W. Evans
Virginia Evans
William Eyman & Raymond 

Beausejour
Melissa & John Fagan
Linda Fain
Frank Faltus
Jonathan Knight Farnum
Temple Fawcett
Theresa Feaster
Susan C. Fisher
Martin J. Flaherty
Jean & Barrett Flanders
Kathryn Flanders & Andrew Ryan
Amanda Folcarelli
Michael Francescani
Elizabeth Francis
Greta Francis
David Franklin & Ann Laquerre
Enno Fritsch & Robyn Thomas
Catherine & Jason Fury
Jillian Fury
Anne Gasper
Kate & Steve Gerencser
Melissa Rose Gergel
Louis Giancola & Pamela High
Sarah Gleason
Richard Glenn
Mary Anne Golda
Diane & VG Gooding
Lea & James Gottlieb
Carrollyn Grace
Stephanie & Jason Graff
Bob Grant
James Gray
Karen W. Green
Michelle Grove
Sandra Hahn & Ian De Silva
Susan Hardy
The Harris Family
Stephanie Hartselle & John 

Hewitt, Jr.
Susan Haupt
Ellen Hayes & Steve Vavrik
Karie Hayes
Michael & Julie Herzlinger
Tidge Holmberg
Holly E. Holmes, in memory of 

Miriam B. Nagle
Lise Holst
James A. Hopkins
Erin Hough & Guy Hanuka
Jan Howard & Dennis Teepe
Michael & Beth Huber
Ann & Jonathan Huyck
Caroline Patterson Inlow
Clare Irwin
Jennifer Jackson & Elias 

Muhanna

Lesley Jacobs & Lisa Hicks
Susan Janis, in honor of Bob 

Midboe
Brian Jenness
Destry Jensen
Doug & Aleta Johnson
Diana Johnson
George Johnson, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Heather Johnson
Jennifer Johnson & Mark Masiello
Susannah Johnson
Rachel Joiner-Escola & Michael 

Escola
Susan Joyce & Cherisse Bandy
Katherine Kazarian
Deborah M. Kelley
Susan M. Kelley
Susan Kelly & Peter McNally
John Kennedy & Amanda 

Shannon
Kenneth Kennedy
Mary Ellen Kennedy
L. Kenney & Lee Marshall
Joan B. Kenower
Karen & Hasan Khan
Jacob, Michael & Rebecca 

Kidwell
Peter & Joanne King
Mike King & Martha Bellows
Anne Kirby & David Cashman
Drs. Ethan Hillary Kisch & 

Helene Kisch-Pniewski
Emily Kloeblen
Steve & Kathy Kloeblen
Amanda Knox, in honor of Mary 

Brower
Douglas Kolacki
Lee Kossin & Philip Leis
Angie Koziara & Tom Wojick
Russ & Isabel Kushner
Rosalind Ekman Ladd
Elizabeth Landers
Shoshana Landow & Ethan Stein
Amelia Larson
Lynne Larson
Jennifer Laurelli
Alan Lawson
Rebecca Lebeau
Amy Leidtke
Levi Leland
Lucky Leone & Jocelyne Prince
Alison & Jack Levinson, in 

memory of Sara Reichley
Jacob & Maybeth Lichaa
Joyce Stamp Lilly
Stephen & Sharon Linder, in 

honor of Bea Panis Linder
William Lonardo
Ramzi & Lucille Loqa
Dave Lorusso & Kiki King
Kate Losman
Simone Lukas-Jogl & Gerwald 

Jogl

Diane Lynch, in memory of Lola
Freda MacLeod
Jeffrey Magidson & Amanda 

Izenstark
Kathryn & Peter Mandel
Penelope Manzella
Mary Margaret & Timothy 

Donovan
Faye Maris
John & Sandy Markley
Amy Maselli
Ann Brooke Mason
Sheryl Mason
John A. Mattera
Ellen Mayer
Katie & Scott McDonald
Kathryn McGovern
Patricia McGuire
Sharon McKain, in memory of 

David W. McKain
Frances Middendorf
Michael & Marianne Migliori
Anne Boardman Miller
Michelle Miller
Blanche Milligan
Mary R. Minow
Amelia Mirsky
Joyce E. Monac
Christopher Moore & William 

Dilworth
Adrienne Morris & Stewart 

Martin
Edward & Carolann Morrissey, in 

honor of Robin Wetherill
Doug & Elsie Morse
Burleigh & Carol Morton
Katherine C. Murphy, Katherine 

C. Murphy Gift Fund, Fidelity 
Charitable

Martha Murphy & Mark 
Anderwald & Susan Seymour 
Murphy

Mary Murphy, in memory of Bill 
Malinowski

Maeve Murray
Benjamin Nacar
Elinor Nacheman, in memory of 

Leo Nacheman
John P. Nagler
Matthew Naparlo & Amy Ewing
Rita Nenonen
Erin E. Newell
Daniel Newgarden
Susan & Bill Newkirk
Mildred Nichols
Elena Nicolella
Martha Nielsen
Margot McIlwain Nishimura
Ken & Laura Nordstrom, in 

honor of Lynne Gagliano
Charles V. O'Boyle, Jr. & Richard 

Rambuss
Matthew & Prema O'Brien
Kathleen O'Connell

Colleen O'Donnell & Jeremy 
Murphy

Graham & Mary Oliver
Richard Olmsted
Lauri & Christopher Ontso
Kara Orr & Roni Kabessa
James & Ashley Ostendorf
Ruth Otto
Robert Ovoian & Valerie Welch
Dan & Stephanie Ovoian
Allison Pace, in memory of 

Marianne Pace
Cristina Pacheco, in memory of 

Judith Seidman
Mary Palazzolo
Keith Palka
Thomas Palka & Agi Louria
Liz Pannell & James Watkins
Krysta Pelowich
Patricia Petroccione
Marguerite & William Phelps
Nathaniel & Melissa Philbrick
Nancy Phillips
Fulya Pinar
Gary Poe
Leanne Poisson
Phyllis D. Poor, in honor of 

Sidney L.P. Tynan's 100th 
Birthday & in memory of 
Arthur H. Richter

Katherine Prevost & Daria 
Brashear

Professor Rosemary W. Prisco, 
in memory of John & Mary 
Elizabeth Prisco

Betsey Quigley
Ellen Quinn
Kurt A. Raaflaub & Deborah 

Boedeker
Cynthia Ragona
J. Richard & Margaret Ratcliffe
James Rayburn, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Raycom Sports Network, in 

memory of Sara Reichley
Connie & George Raymond
Zoe Redlich
Mary Ellen Reed, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Alexandra C. Reynolds
Arden Reynolds
Joan & Francis Richards
Anne Richardson
Paul Richer & Thomas Stevenson
Ken & Kim Rickler
David T. Riedel
David P. Riley
Deborah Ring & Michael 

Simoncelli
Timothy Rivinus & Judith Parker
Sophia Rizk
Lora Robertson
Elizabeth W. Rochefort
Christine & John Rockwell

Michael & Christine Rogers
Nancy E. Rogers
Karen T. Romer
Debra Rose
Katherine Rosen
Carolyn Rosenthal
Shelley Roth
Katherine Rowe
Caroline & Tyler Ruggles
Cecily & Prakash Sachi
Faith & Fred Sandstrom
Robert & Elaine Sandy
Mathies & Michelina Santos
Mark Sawtelle & Elaine 

Brousseau
Drew & Jill Schofield
Amanda Scott
Ann & Jim Scott
Zachary & Brooke Seely
Ruby Shalansky
David Shapiro-Zysk
Sarah & Robert Shaw
Dan & Susan Shedd
John & Kathleen Sheran
Meg Ross Shinkle & Peter 

Shinkle
Santina Siena
Gretchen Simpson & James Baird
Kelly Sinclair & Joseph 

Fredericks
Katie & Mitchell Sklar
Catherine & Robert Sloan
Alexandra Smith & David Lowell
Barbara Smith
Rebecca Smith, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Robert Smith & Sarah Stanbury 

Smith
Virginia Sofios
Marilyn Soscia
Eric Sousa & Devon Lachapelle
Amee Spondike
Vimla Sriram
Mike Stanton
Dennis Stark & Robert 

Amarantes
Penney Stein
Joyce L. Stevos, PhD.
Taylor & Emily Stoermer
Christopher & Sara Stone
Sally Strachan
Ann & Joseph Strong
Melissa & Joshua Tapley
Susan Tash
Ellen Taylor
Carol Terry & James Janecek
William Tifft & Ellen Bruzelius
Nathaniel Tobey
Gregory Todd & Misako Litt
Peter & Frances Trafton
Carol Turnier
Alan & Karen Usas
Claire Uziel
Jason Valk & Rebecca Shafland



Paul Van Zuiden
Amy & Joel VanderWeele
Ronald Varney
Victoria Veh
Katherine & Andrew Visser
Ellis & Debbie Waldman, in honor 

of Leslie & Steve Huikko
Steve Walker
Mike & Marcia Walsh
Jessica Wang & Jonathan Migliori
Terry Ward
Sonya Waters & Cheri De 

Stefano
Jessie Watson
Rebecca & Bryant Weinberg Jones
Barbara Weindling & David 

Cohen, Barbara A. Weindling 
& David A. Cohen Charitable 
Fund, Schwab Charitable

Naida Weisberg
Ellen Welty & Michael Middeleer
Edward & Karin Wetherill
Joy H. Wharton, in memory of 

Sara Reichley
Sarah Wheaton
Nancy & Robert Whitcomb
Michael White
Edward L. Widmer
Wendee Wieking, in memory of 

Sara Reichley

Lea E. Williams
Judith & David Wilson
Peter Witkowski
Jon & Nancy Wolston
Richard & Mary Worrell
Connie Worthington & Terry 

Tullis, in honor of Robin 
Wetherill

Karin Wulf & Christopher Grasso
Timothy Wynne
Connie Zeigler
Evelyn Zepf
Kristina Zimbalist & Gunter Hafer
Elizabeth Zimmerman
Stephen & Anne Ziobrowski
Janet & Mel Zurier, in honor of 

Jonathan Bell

Committee Volunteers

Grace Farmer, Finance, Board 
Governance, Pension Advisory

Lyn Johnson, Finance, Pension 
Advisory

Deming Sherman, Finance

Program Working Group

Matt Burriesci
Tina Cane
Kyleen Carpenter

R. Tripp Evans
Touba Ghadessi
Taylor Polites
John Stephenson
Robin Wetherill
Kate Wodehouse

Reading Group Leaders

Robert Allio, The Examined Life
Kip Brott, Stylish Revolutionaries
Iain Bernhoft & Patrick Breen, 

Picturing Slavery
Bonnie Clayton & Jonathan 

Migliori, Irrational Geographic
Stephen Coon, Love Actually; Paris 

in French Film
Mare Davis, Stories from Elsewhere
Rebecca Falkoff, Beyond 

Bibliomania
Vanessa Lillie, Reading Like a Writer
Johanna Hannink, The Odyssey
Suzanne Scanlan, Women, Art, 

Travel, Transformation
Tom Sojka, Festivity
Kathleen Spencer, New York Times 

Bestsellers

The following individuals have generously provided for the long-term financial health of the library by including 
the Athenæum in their will or estate plans.

Anonymous 
Anonymous (2)*
Candy Adriance
Alex Aho
Kqantu Pareja Bennett
Garrett Bliss
Thomas & Antonia Bryson
Stephen & Melanie Coon

R. Tripp Evans
Dean Hantzopoulos
Brian & Lyn Hayden
Lynne Hoppin-Fazzi
Mary Louise Kennedy
Jane & Tony Lancaster
Cathy Lund & Peter Karczmar
Doug & Elsie Morse

Timothy & Claudia Philbrick
Rich Rudert
Gardiner & Cynthia Shattuck
Deming & Jane Sherman
Jim Sunshine
Vicki Veh

*deceased

Athena Society

This report highlights the operational and financial activities of the Providence Athenæum and reflects gifts made to 
the Athenæum over the 12-month period July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022.

Center spread: Selections from the Susan Jaffe Tane Collection of Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau
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