


In December 2021, the Providence Athenæum received 
a remarkable gift from the world-renowned Susan Jaffe 
Tane Collection of Nineteenth-Century American Authors 
- a collection of books, essays, poems, and letters by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. This 
is the largest single contribution to the library’s Special 
Collections in a century.

These rare and unique materials, much sought after by 
collectors and institutions, provide significant historical 
context and represent critical commentary on the social, 
cultural, and economic turbulence of their century in 
American history. The acquisition enhances the library’s 
existing strengths in nineteenth-century literature and 
further positions the Athenæum as an institution of 
national significance.

Emphasizing the library’s “outstanding stewardship,” 
Ms. Tane remarks, “This gift solidifies the Athenæum’s 
anchoring position in a consortium of regional resources of 
major literary accomplishments by authors of this period 
and [as] the remarkable cultural incubator spawned in the 
original founding colonies.”

The Athenæum is deeply grateful for Ms. Tane’s friendship, 
generosity, and trust and is honored to bring part of her 
extraordinary collection to Rhode Island.

Matt Burriesci, Executive Director 
Kate Wodehouse, Director of Collections & Library Services

September 2022



MATERIALS BY OR RELATING TO 

RALPH WALDO 
EMERSON

Emerson’s inscription for Thoreau in Carlyle’s The French Revolution

Carlyle, Thomas. The French 
Revolution: A History.  
Boston: Charles C. Little & James 
Brown, 1838. (3 vols. in 2.) 1st 
American ed. 
An exceptional association copy 
linking Thomas Carlyle with his two 
most important American admirers, 
Emerson and Thoreau. Presentation 
copy from Emerson to Thoreau, 
inscribed in volume 1: “Henry D. 
Thoreau from R. Waldo Emerson” 
and with the ownership inscription 
of “Henry D. Thoreau” in volume 2. 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. Essays 
[First Series]. Boston: James 
Munroe & Co., 1841. 1st ed.
Sarah Helen Whitman’s copy, with 
her signature on the title page 
and the calling card of “Mrs. R.W. 
Emerson” (Lidian) mounted on the 
front pastedown.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. Essays, 
Second Series. Boston: James 
Munroe & Co., 1844. 1st ed.
Bookplate of Frederic R. Kirkland.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. 
Autograph letter signed 
to James Munroe & Company. 
Concord, [Massachusetts], October 
10, 1843. 3 pages.
A significant letter highlighting the 
famous literary friendship between 
Emerson and Thomas Carlyle. In 
the letter, Emerson discusses the 
various portraits that he has of 
Carlyle for potential publication by 
James Munroe & Co.

Conway, M.[oncure] D., editor. 
The Dial: A Monthly Magazine 
for Literature, Philosophy, and 
Religion. Cincinnati, 1860. (12 
parts, original pink wrappers).
The chief journal of the 
Transcendentalists, The Dial, was 
revived for a single year in 1860 by 
Moncure D. Conway and included 
an article entitled “Domestic Life” 
by Emerson.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. 
Autograph letter signed to 
Oliver Wendell Holmes.  
Concord, [Massachusetts], May 7, 
1866. 3 pages. 
Emerson writes eloquently of 
his enthusiasm regarding a new 
magazine, a “literary fellowship of 
three countries.” He believes Holmes 
and James Russell Lowell are well 
chosen to direct the American end 
of a new magazine project.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. 
Autograph letter to 
Frank B. Sanborn. Concord, 
[Massachusetts], November 19, 
1870.
Signed by Emerson twice (“R. W. 
Emerson” and “RWE”), with original 
envelope. Emerson writes to the 
journalist and author, Sanborn, 
regarding his desperate search for a 
missing poem.





[Thoreau, Henry David] 
Thoreau, John. “Fair haven.” 
May 27, 1837. 2 pages. 
Poem by Henry David Thoreau in 
the hand of his brother, John. 

[Thoreau, Henry David] Ward, 
Prudence. “Sympathy.” June 24, 
1839. 3 pages. 
Poem by Henry David Thoreau in 
the hand of Prudence Ward. 

Thoreau, Henry David. 
Autograph manuscript from 
The Maine Woods (“Ktaadn”). 
[1840s]. 6 pages. 
Drafts of material from the opening 
and closing of the essay “Ktaadn.” 
It consists of significant reworking, 
additions, and deletions. 

Thoreau, Henry David. 
Autograph manuscript poem, 
“Inspiration.” [1841]. 3 ½ pages, 
21 stanzas.
Thoreau attributes inspiration not 
to his senses, learning, or mortal 
experience but rather to the 
transcendental experience of the 
divine force.

[Thoreau, Henry David] 
Peabody, Elizabeth P., editor. 
Aesthetic Papers. Boston: The 
Editor [John Wilson], 1849. 1st ed. 
Unbound sheets, unsewn, uncut, 
unopened. Contains the first 
printing of Thoreau’s “Resistance to 
Civil Government,” better known as 
“Civil Disobedience.”

Thoreau, Henry David. A Week 
on the Concord and Merrimack 
Rivers. Boston & Cambridge: 
James Munroe & Co., 1849. 1st ed. 
Inscribed by the publisher in ink: 
“Editor of Mercantile Journal with 
Publisher’s regards.” Text corrected 
by Thoreau in three places. 
Presentation binding; brown cloth 
in elaborately stamped format.

Thoreau, Henry David. 
Autograph manuscript 
portion from the final draft 
of “Chesuncook.” [1853-57]. 
Thoreau’s final draft for a piece 
published in The Atlantic Monthly, 
1858. Docketed on the verso by 
publisher, James Russell Lowell.

Thoreau, Henry David. Walden; 
or, Life in the Woods. Boston: 
Ticknor & Fields, 1854.1st ed. 
Publisher’s blind-stamped brown 
cloth and gilt spine title. Includes 
lithographed map of Walden. 
Bookplate of Frederic R. Kirkland. 
George William Curtis, signature on 
flyleaf.

Thoreau, Henry David. The 
Writings of Henry David 
Thoreau. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1906. (20 volumes.)
Manuscript edition, limited to 600 
copies, number 412. Includes 2 
page manuscript leaf comprising a 
working draft from Walden, bound 
in volume 1.

MATERIALS BY OR RELATING TO 

HENRY DAVID 
THOREAU

Autograph manuscript of Thoreau’s poem “Inspiration”



Thoreau, Henry David. 
Manuscript poem, “The 
Bluebirds.” [no date.] 2 pages on 
blue paper. 
The first 12 verses of his 20-verse 
poem. Inscribed by Thoreau to his 
student, “Master George W. Sewall.”

[Thoreau, Henry David] 
Thoreau, Sophia. Handwritten 
manuscript, “The Bluebirds.” 
[no date.]
Poem by Henry David Thoreau, 
in the hand of his sister, Sophia, 
inscribed to “Master George W. 
Sewall.”

Thoreau, Henry David / 
Thoreau, Sophia. Handwritten 
manuscript, “Brother where 
dost thou dwell.” [no date.] 2 
pages. 
Poem by Henry David Thoreau 
in the hand of his sister, Sophia. 
The inscription above the poem, 
“To John Thoreau – by his brother 
Henry,” is handwritten by Thoreau.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

“A Literary Fellowship:” Relationships and Rivalries in 19th-Century American 
Literature by Susan Jaffe Tane & Gabriel McKee, Grolier Club, 2017

“Works by Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau,” collection appraisal by 
Marsha Malinowski Fine Books & Manuscripts LLC, 2021

Erik Gould, photographer
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Providence poet Sarah Helen Whitman’s copy of Emerson’s Essays
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