


“Pandemic” comes from the Greek PANDEMOS, meaning “pertaining to
all the people,” and all the people associated with the Athenceum stepped
up to support it in an otherwise dark period. The board always put the
health and safety of the Athenceum community first. The staff was tireless,
innovating quickly to ensure we could deliver books and programs to the
membership. Our members and donors were exceedingly generous, and
they led us - remarkably - to our third consecutive modest surplus. It was
a terrible year. It was also a wonderful year, filled with shared purpose and
shared sacrifice.

The year started with great promise. In September, the Athenceum
welcomed two-time Pulitzer Prize winner Colson Whitehead to speak
before a crowd of 800, and the institution was on track to reach records

in membership and visitorship. Then, in March 2020, the outbreak of
COVID-19 forced the library to close for almost five months - the longest
closure in the long and storied history of the institution.

While the Athenceum’s physical building remained closed to the public,
the staff and board pivoted quickly, creating programs, services, and
initiatives to serve the public during this unique period in American life.
The Athenceum was among the first libraries in Rhode Island to institute
a robust curbside pickup program, and we were able to circulate nearly as
many books during this time as we had when we were physically open.
We ramped up our digital offerings, launching a series of high-quality
virtual programs. We leveraged the close to our advantage and undertook
long-delayed maintenance and beautification projects. As a result, the
library flourished. By the time the library re-opened partially in August of
2020, the Athenaeum looked as fine as it had in decades.

In times of crisis, institutions matter. 2020 was tumultuous, but the
Athenaeum mattered. Everyone involved with the institution pulled
together to serve the institution and its essential mission:

to enrich the mind, inspire the spirit, and
elevate the public discourse.

MATT BURRIESCI W

ExXEcUTIVE DIRECTOR BOARD PRESIDENT



IN MARCH 2020, THE ATHENZAUM WAS FORCED TO CLOSE ITS DOORS FOR
THE LONGEST PERIOD IN ITS 200-YEAR HISTORY DUE TO THE COVID-I9Q
PANDEMIC. WITH THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF STAFF AND VISITORS AS THE
FOREMOST PRIORITY, THE LIBRARY QUICKLY PIVOTED TO OFFER VIRTUAL
PROGRAMS, A CURBSIDE PICK-UP SERVICE, AND EXPANDED DIGITAL
OFFERINGS. AS A RESULT, CIRCULATION AND MEMBERSHIP HELD STEADY,
AND WEEKLY ADULT PROGRAM ATTENDANCE ROSE.

2019-2020

AYEAR LIKE NO OTHER

45,814

Patrons & visitors served by the library

3,882

Visitors to the Children’s Library

2,090

Total members*

Programs

123 adult events

8,149 adult event attendees

80 children’s events

1,570 children’s event attendees
54 tours of building & collections

2,883

Exhibition visitors

Library Services

175,876 items in collection
1,374 acquisitions

21,740 total items circulated
3,018 digital items circulated
636 curbside orders fulfilled

*Includes two adult members in each Household membership



Programs

Almost 10,000 people attended an Athenzeum program

this year. We welcomed two-time Pulitzer Prize winner
Colson Whitehead, National Book Award-winning historian
Nathaniel Philbrick, acclaimed spiritual scholar Karen
Armstrong, and internationally best-selling author Gish Jen,
among many others.

In the spring of 2020, the library suspended its in-person
programming due to the COVID-19 outbreak, and we
developed Ex LIBRIS, the institution’s new slate of digital
programs. This was the first time the Athenzum had oftered
online events, and programs reached both local members and
audiences across the world. From witchcraft to spider-silk, these
online programs proved to be both well-received and popular.
The Athenzeum also launched a series of virtual cocktail
hours, allowing our members the opportunity to gather (albeit
virtually) during the isolating quarantine. The Children’s
Library launched a series of online story times and curbside
craft kits, making sure we didn’t forget our youngest members.

Partners included the ACLU of Rhode Island, Campus Fine
Wines, the English Speaking Union, the First Unitarian
Church, Providence Children’s Film Festival, the Public's
Radio, and the Walt Whitman Initiative.

LEFT: Attendees at the "A Mysterious Affair" fundraiser

FOLLOWING: Member reception; a "book nerd" meets Colson Whitehead; bestselling author
Gish Jen; virtual cocktail party; Colson Whitehead takes a selfie with a member; Professor Julian
Hayter discusses Confederate monuments; May baskets curbside craft; acclaimed historian

Nathaniel Philbrick; Little Pumpkins' Party




Highlights

— Two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner Colson Whitehead

— A Mysterious Affair fundraiser

— Acclaimed historian Nathaniel

Philbrick
— Annual Little Pumpkins' Party

Virtual cocktail parties
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Collections

Exhibitions

In spite of the five-month closure, Athenzeum exhibitions
attracted almost 3,000 visitors. Opening in June 2019,
Providence Unveiled explored the library's place on Benefit
Street and highlighted materials from the archives.

In the fall, the Athenzum joined the Walt Whitman Initiative,
a consortium that included the Library of Congress, Folger
Shakespeare Library, the Academy of American Poets, and
others, to celebrate the 200th anniversary of one of the most
unique American poets. The Athenzum is the first institution
known to have purchased Leaves of Grass at the time of its
publication, and it showcased three first editions of the book
in its exhibit Poet of the Body, which also featured items from
the collection of Susan Jafte Tane.

In February, Bibliomania: Book Arts at the Providence Athenceum
celebrated the library’s extensive and beautiful collections,
including the complete 25-volume set of the Description de
I'Egypte, rarely displayed in its entirety. While the exhibition was
cut short due to the pandemic, the library was able to share
Bibliomania through one of its most popular virtual programs.

Special Collections

The Athenazum conserved its first-edition Leaves of Grass
(1855) and was able to acquire several important items of note
through the Hayden Special Collections Development Fund,
including a bust of Edgar Allan Poe, the Kelmscott Chaucer
Leaf Book (including an original William Morris leaf), Walt
Whitman’s Specimen Days (1882), and Candle-Lightin’ Time by
Paul Dunbar (1901).



We are also grateful for the contributions of three framed
drawings by Edna Lawrence (Jack & Regina Partridge) and
A Topographical Chart of Narragansett Bay (1777) (Mr. & Mrs.
Henry Sharpe).

Circulating Collection

In the spring, the library services team developed a new
curbside pickup service, which allowed members to

order and pick up materials despite the building’s closure.
The Athenaeum also invested heavily in hoopla, a digital
circulation service, that proved to be extremely popular.

The Children's Library offered curated grab bags and book
selections along with the curbside craft kits. Thanks to these
initiatives, circulation remained strong, and members were
able to continue to enjoy the Athenaeum’ collections during
the building's closure.

PRIOR: Bibliomania: Book Arts at the Providence Athenceum exhibition

FOLLOWING: Conservator Anthony Bevilacqua restores an antique frame;
illuminating letters at the Bibliomania opening; Leaves of Grass in Poet of the Body;

one of the library's oldest books in Bibliomania; Poet of the Body exhibition

Exhibitions

Providence Unveiled: Stories_
the Archives
June - September 2019

Walt Whitman: Poet of the Body
October 2019 — January 2020

Bibliomania: Book Arts at the
Providence Atheneum

February - March 2020 (closed
prematurely due to COVID-19)
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Buildings &
Grounds

In the fall, the Atheneum completed its roof replacement and
skylight repair, ensuring the integrity of the roofing system for
a generation. This large project was made possible through the
support of the Champlin Foundation and the Rhode Island
State Preservation Grants. Funds were also used to completely
replace all of the laylights in the building, most of which were
more than a century old. The filtered glass will protect the
library's collection against damaging ultraviolet light, and it has
the advantage of being both beautiful and safer.

Traditionally, the Athenzum is open to the public seven
days a week, and in recent years it has become one of the
more popular tourist destinations in Providence - but the
volume of traffic and extensive public hours have prevented
the institution from completing painstaking beautification
projects. When the Athenaeum closed to the public, the
board leveraged the rare opportunity to do a deep clean and
rejuvenation program. Most public areas of the library were
cleaned, repainted, and reappointed.

Perhaps the most exciting project was spearheaded by former
board President Tripp Evans, who singlehandedly renovated
the Art Room. The room was repainted, decluttered, re-
upholstered, and re-curated, and it is now one of the most
beautiful interior spaces in the city.

LEFT: Bust of Edgar Allan Poe installed in front of the renovated Art Room

FOLLOWING: Executive Director Matt Burriesci introduces Colson Whitehead



TR ‘

7Y

RIS

L A

TR

m@ﬂf_




Treasurer's Report

The fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 found the Athenzum in a
strong financial position, despite the disruption caused by the
outbreak of COVID-19.

While the Athenzum saw a slight downturn in membership
revenues (-2.7%), the organization saw a 2.7% increase in its
annual fundraising. Capital projects funding rose substantially

due to a one-time project to replace the roof and refurbish the
skylights, with an offsetting corresponding expense. Facility rental
revenue decreased by 63% as a result of two factors: a one-time
film shoot in the previous year and rental cancellations resulting
from the closure of the building in March of 2020.

Investment income designated for operations decreased by .8%,
but for the first time in more than a decade, the Athenaeum
reduced its draw on its endowment.

Personnel expenses rose by 1.7% as a result of cost-of-living
adjustments for staff, while fundraising expenses rose by 32%,
resulting from a one-time feasibility study conducted in the fall
of 2019.

Total Equity increased by .5%, to $13,114,552. Total liabilities
increased to $173,090, reflecting successful procurement of
a Payroll Projection Program loan, which will be realized as

revenue in Fiscal Year 2021.

Operall, the library’s financial position remains strong, and, for
the fourth consecutive year, the Atheneum ended its fiscal year
with a surplus.

Bradford M. Gibbs, Tieasurer

LEFT:The staff quarantines returned materials before they are re-shelved



INCOME STATEMENT

BALANCE SHEET

ASSETS FY20 FY19
Cash $433,439 $490,887
Endowment $10,858,109 $10,889,416
Receivables $14,666 $26,757
Prepaid Expenses $17,680 $29,892
Inventory $2,706 $1,044
Fixed Assets* $1,001,042 $1,682,893
TOTAL ASSETS $13,278,642 $13,120,889
LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable $7,743 $18,273
Accrued Expenses $26,255 $45,197
Deferred Revenue $5,675 $8,915
TOTAL LIABILITIES $173,090 $72,385
EQUITY

Unrestricted $10,527,517 $10,276,975
Temporarily Restricted $1,094,902 $1,280,971
Permanently Restricted $1,492,133 $1,490,558
TOTAL EQUITY $13,114,552 $13,048,504

REVENUE FY20 FY19
Membership $186,215 $191,433
Fundraising $401,742 $391,301
Capital Projects Funding $348,684 $27,762
Facility Rental $20,619 $55,005
Bequest $0 $0
Trust Funds $39,444 $39,160
Miscellaneous $18,314 $19,110
Investment Income for Operations $504,870 $509,187
TOTAL REVENUE $1,519,888 $1,233,078
EXPENSES

Personnel $800,568 $787,135
Library Materials $46,553 $47,224
Library Services & Management $37,352 $29,202
Programs $41,589 $46,629
Communications & Marketing $8,283 $17,674
Membership & Development $49,514 $37,449
Building & Grounds $52,247 $68,519
Capital Projects Expense $348,684 $27,762
General Office & Admin. $100,836 $129,599
TOTAL EXPENSES $71,485,626 $1,101,282
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $34,262 $41,795

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

$13,287,642

$13,120,889

Note: the above financial information presents only unrestricted operating activity before fixed asset capitalization

or depreciation. Revenue and expense for special projects are included only as net assets are released from restric-

tions. Further details are published in the audited financial statements available through the accounting department.

*Fixed assets are listed here net of accumulated depreciation.
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COLSON WHITEHEAD ADDRESSES A SELL-OUT CROWD

Supporters of the Athenceum

The generosity shown to the Athenceum during one of its most challenging years was nothing short
of remarkable. The following pages are a tribute to these people, businesses, and foundations who gave
cash and in-kind contributions to the library between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020.
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A LIVE RADIO THEATER PRODUCTION PERFORMED
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Teal Butterworth & Dennis
Ballou, in honor of Kqantu
Bennett

Elaine Cali

Stephen Caruana

Barbara E Casey

Elizabeth Caswell

Paula Champa

Maximilian Chang & Corinne
McKamey

Andrew & Avital Chatto

Professor John Cherry

Percy & Susannah Chinoy

Shawn Christian

Duane & Nancy Christy

Nick Cicchitelli

Charles & Susannah Cohen

Kerry Condon



Marcia Cone

Sean & Anne Connor, in
memory of Deborah Dunning

Annelise & Tan Conway

Carol Cook

Joseph Correia, in memory of
Hilda Mendonsa

Michael Crowley

Alex & May-Tal Cutler

David & Sharon Cutts

Stephen Dambruch

Judy Davis

Philip Devens

Rachel DiCioccio

Megan Dincher

Mary Margaret & Timothy
Donovan

Diane & Douglas Dougherty

John R. Duhamel

Marc & Kathryn Dunkelman

Frank & Laura Durand

Susan W. Durham, in honor of
Dr. R.Tripp Evans

Peggy Edwards

Tina Egnoski & Dan O'Mahoney,
in memory of Callie

Sarah M. Ellis

Jane E. Evans

John & Heidi Farkash

Thomas Farrell & Lisa Barsumian

Jean & Barrett Flanders

Richard Flinn & Stella Ormai

Ryanne Flynn

Stephanie Fortunato

Vittoria Buerschaper & William
Fuqua

Jennifer Gage

Lucas Gelfond

Garth Gergerich

Mary Anne Golda

Vaughn & Diane Gooding

Ellen Goodman

Carrollyn Grace

Robert Grant

William & Kira Greene

Erin & Bill Haas

Rebecca Hancock

Dean Hantzopoulos

Betsy Waters Harrison

Eric & Meredith Hastings

Karie Hayes

Peter & Susan Allen, in memory
of Charles Sullivan

Anthony & Pam Hitchman

Claudia Horwitz

Jan Howard & Dennis Teepe

Lucia Huntley

Jay Hurd

James Hurley & Teresa Gorman

Mary Hutchins

‘Wendy Ingram

Caroline Patterson Inlow

Clare Irwin, in memory of
Dorothy Mullen

Susan Janis

Irene Jefferson

Brad Jenkins, Megan & Sharon
McKain

Christopher Kalley

Barbara Karoff

Katherine Kazarian

Deborah M. Kelley

Nancy Kendrick

Liam Kerwin

Jessie Kingston

Max Kohlenberg & Becky
Minard

Lee Kossin & Philip Leis

Dennise Kowalczyk

Steven & Diana Lackey, in honor
of our grandchildren

Richard Lamon & Ann Kordas

Mrs. Christina Lantz

Marie LaRochelle

Ryan Laughlin

Jennifer Laurelli

Alan Lawson & Mary Beth
Tabacco

Levi L. Leland, in honor of Mrs.
Whitman

Kristine Lemke

Lucy Ann Lepreau

John Loerke & Marie Langlois

Kate Losman

Joan Lusk

Ann Brooke Mason

Sheryl Mason

Colin McGlynn

Joan Medeiros

Peter Mello

Christopher Menard

Michelle Miller

Mary R. Minow

Joyce E. Monac

Marjorie Montgomery

Edward & Carolann Morrissey, in
honor of Robin Wetherill

Elias Muhanna & Jennifer
Jackson

Maeve Murray

Elinor Nacheman

Rita Nenonen

Erin E. Newell

Bill & Susan Newkirk

Mildred Nichols

Amy & Kevin Orth

James & Ashley Ostendorf

Michael Owen

Allison Pace, in memory of
Marianne Pace

Donna Pacella

Kelly Knight

Jill Pearlman

Elise Petrarca

Patricia Petroccione

Anthony & Lillian Picchione

Phyllis D. Poor

Laura Porter

Prof. Rosemary W. Prisco, in
memory of John & Mary
Elizabeth Prisco

Judith Queen, in memory of
Sylvia Moubayed

Betsey Quigley

Mary Kate Ragno

Chris & Cynthia Ragona

Ramzi J. Loqa, PE. Consulting
Engineers

J. Richard Ratcliffe

Connie & George Raymond

David T. & Jennifer E Riedel

Dr. & Mrs. Noel Robin, in honor
of Andrew Robin

Ralph E. Rodriguez

Karen T. Romer

Fred & Sally Rotenberg

Brent Runyon

Jayne Guertin

Roxie Sgouros

Narmin Shahid

Ruby Shalansky

David Shapiro-Zysk

Sarah & Robert Shaw

John & Kathleen Sheran

Patrick Simas

Nathaniel Smulling

Virginia Sofios

Lora Spalt

Joseph C. Spencer

Robin M. Tagliaferri

Friends at The Wolf School, in
memory of Louis A. Fazzano

Kathleen & Robert Thurston-
Lighty

Alan & Karen Usas

Amy & Joel VanderWeele

Victoria Veh

Kelli Viera

Destenie Vital, in honor of
Albert's IG post

Mary J.Volatile

Stephen Walker, in honor of H. P.
Lovecraft

Ashbel Wall & Maria DeCarvalho

Mike & Marcia Walsh, in honor
of the Levin Family

Terry Ward

Vera Wayne

Jasmine White

Robert & Mary Ellen White

Scott White & Bruce
Churchill, in honor of Ellee
Goldenberg's goth birthday

Lauren Williams

Lea E. Williams

Linda Wilson

Angeline Koziara

Richard & Mary Worrell

Timothy Wynne

Alan Yuspeh

Evelyn Zepf

Lisa Zerdelian

Volunteers

Jane Arnold

Leslie Atik
Jennifer Becker
Adele Bourne
Ellen Bruzelius
Edward Cabral
Carol Delaney
Peggy Edwards
R.Tripp Evans
Elizabeth Farjardo
Carl Farmer
Grace Farmer
Faith Fogle
Robert Garzillo
Molly Harrington
Greg Healy

Jen Huntley
Lucia Huntley
Jennifer Kiddie
Jane Lancaster

Lucy Lepreau
Iveta Madden
John Moran
Elsie Morse
Joanne Oechler
Alex Reynolds
George Sargent
Patricia Sargent
Cynthia Shattuck
Sarah Shaw
Carol Tatian
Claire Uziel
Rebecca Waton

Committee Volunteers

Grace Farmer, Finance, Pension
Advisory

Lyn Johnson, Finance

Conor MacDonald, Buildings &
Grounds

Deming Sherman, Finance

Reading Group Leaders

Robert Allio, The Examined Life

Lenny Cambra, Dialogues of Plato

Bonnie Clayton & Jonathan
Migliori, Infernal Journeys

Susan Cohen, Athencum Book
Discussion Group

Stephen Coon, French Kisses:
Pleasures and Perils of Love in
French Fiction

Armistead Covington, New York
Times Bestsellers

Vanessa Lillie, Reading Like a
Writer

Johanna Hannink, Thucydides

Athena Society

The following individuals have generously provided for the long-term financial health of the library by including
the Athenaum in their will or estate plans.

Anonymous

Anonymous, deceased (2)
Candy Adriance

Alex Aho

Kqantu Pareja Bennett
Garrett Bliss

Thomas & Antonia Bryson

Stephen & Melanie Coon
R.Tripp Evans

Dean Hantzopoulos
Brian & Lyn Hayden
Lynne Hoppin-Fazzi
Mary Louise Kennedy
Jane & Tony Lancaster

Cathy Lund & Peter Karczmar
Timothy & Claudia Philbrick

Rich Rudert

Gardiner & Cynthia Shattuck

Deming & Jane Sherman

Jim Sunshine

Vicki Veh
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COVID-19 SAFETY PROCEDURES



In a fine spirit of understanding,
the shareholders have accepted
the slight shortening of hours, the
publishing makeshifts, the lack of
gasoline to bring one conveniently
to the door. They accept, for

they know the essence remains

of the quiet companionship of
Athenceum shelves and fellow
men - aware of the day but
inheritors of the past.

Without conscious or defiant
show, without trumpets in
attendance, without seeming to
partake of a sacrament,

we pursue as always
the right to read.

The Athenaum Bulletin,
Volume 18 No.1, June 1945.

This report highlights the operational and financial activities of the Providence Athencum and reflects
gifts made to the Athencum over the 12-month period July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020.

We are grateful to the photographers who contributed to this report:
Ryan Cobb, Cat Laine, Mary Murphy, Kelly Prizel, and Adam Waz
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